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MT WELD RARE EARTH DEVELOPMENT —  
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY APPROVAL 

168. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to question without notice 115, asked by me on Tuesday, 15 March 2011 of the parliamentary secretary 
representing the Minister for Environment. 

(1) What is the concentration of radioactive isotopes in the rare earth in thorium being transported from Mt 
Weld in Western Australia to Malaysia? 

(2) At what level of radiation is a permit required under regulation 9AD of the Customs (Prohibited 
Imports) Regulations 1956 for the material being exported? 

(3) What method of transportation and containment will be used for this transportation? 

(4) What route will be taken to the port of export through the metropolitan region? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) I am advised that the concentration of isotopes in this material is below the level required for it to be 
classified as radioactive under the International Atomic Energy Agency Regulations for the Safe 
Transport of Radioactive Material. Also, the material is not classified as dangerous goods under the 
criteria of the Australian Dangerous Goods Code for transportation by road or rail. 

(2) The Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 do not apply to the export of this concentrate. 

[Emergency evacuation alarm sounded.] 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The only information I have is that it is a false alarm and has something to do with a 
smoke detector. If I hear anything differently, follow me! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I will continue — 

(3) The proposed method of transport is by road train in 2.5-tonne sealed, woven bulk bags packed into 
shipping containers. 

(4) Subject to all necessary approvals being obtained by the proponent, it is proposed to transport the 
concentrate from Mt Weld to Kewdale and into the port of Fremantle. 

 


